Assessor to Appeal |
Tax Board Decision

By PHILIP E. WATSON
County Assessor

Ever since my election as|
Assessor 1 have been a strong
supporter of a system of in-
dependent tax appeals boards
to consider assessment in-
equities.

1 felt then — and 1 feel
now — that a taxpayer who
believes an assessor has
placed too high a valuation
on his property is entitled to
a full hearing before men
whose main job is to hear
such cases. 1 opposed the old
plan under which Los Angeles
property owners were allowed
only two weeks to file pro-
tests and then were rushed
through at assembly line
hearings before County Sup-
ervisors.

In 1964, the supervisors
agreed with me and voted to
implement a Constitutional
amendment which permitted
creation of the three-mem-
ber appeals boards. Members
of the first two boards were
drawn by lot from a panel of
15 nominees submitted by the
supervisors in 1964. In the
same manner, a third board
was added last fall to handle
an increased case load.
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IN MANY respects the sys-
tem has worked well. Taxpay-

ers have been assured of the tion was a 179-unit, 13-story|
time necessary to presenllapmmenl building being
their arguments since Tax|erected in the West Holly-
Appeals Board members — |wood area.

unlike the supervisors—aren't| Under state law, we are re-
trying to cram in assessment|quired to put an assessment
cases amid smog, budget,ion such a partially-finished|
and welfare problems. The|structure which reflects its
extra time has also been help-|state of completion on the
ful to our office in reviewing|tax lien date on the first
disputed assessments. In cases|Monday in March.

where, on rechecking, we| |, the West Hollywood
found validity to the taxpay-|.ace — as is our usual policy
er's claim, we were able to| "o checked actual cost
make recommendations to the| goyres with the contractor on
appeals boards for reduction. \ype job. These showed that
There have, of course, been|¢he gyerall project would cost
differences of opinion be-|g37 million and that, as of
tween our office and thelyarch 1, expenditures had
boards over questions of totaled $2,112,390, i
value. Seldom will two ex- 2o 1F

PLAN TOUR . .

. Final plans for a tour of the University of Southern Califor-
nia School of Pharmacy are discussed b

@ GREATER VALUES! @ COURTEOU
@ EASY FREE PARKING! ® SERVICE!

FEBRUARY 23,

AMED TREASURER
Ernest F. Jensen of Tol
rance has been elected trea
urer of Tridair Industrié

B-10  PRESS-HERALD

Michael W. Nelson, son of
Mr. and Mrs, Glenn A."Nelson
of 22364 Iris Ave., has been
promoted to airman second

N.Y.

class in the U, S. Air Force.

specialist at Plattsburga AFB,

Inc., at a meeting of
firm's board of directorty
Jensen formerly was controls
ler of the Tridair group. 4

Airman Nelson is a dental
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y Mrs, James Kamada (right), scholar-

perts agree exactly on how S et ship and

proc

n, with Earl Alderson, president of the

ON THIS BASIS we impos:| Seuth Bay Phar

ed an assessment of $500,000,
representing 25 per cent of
of the fair market value of $2
million on the apartment
structure — a figure which,
if anything, gave the taxpay-
er the benefit of the doubt.
However, when the time for
filing app rolled around
last fall, the corporation
which was erecting the build-
ing asked a major reduction.
The petition requested that
the main $500,000 assessment
be reduced to $200,000 and
that land valuations be reduc-

much a house, building, or
piece of land is worth on the
market. We accept the fact
that our findings will not al-
ways be sustained in hear-
ings.

Recently, however, we
found ourseleves in such
sharp disagreement with a
Tax A Is Board isi
on a major case — involving
a considerable sum of tax
money — that we felt the
decision should be tested in
Superior Court.
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University of Southern C
fornia School of Pharmacy

THE PROPERTY in ques-

FOR SHRINE . . . Terry Matthews, president of

the South Bay Exchange Club and Di

nor of District 20, presen
presiden

and Dapplegray Interm

Bay Exchange Club presented th

and Monday.

Exchange Club Presents
School Freedom Shrine

Members of the South Bay
Exchange Club presented a
Freedom Shrine to Dapple-
gray Intermediate School in

Rolling Hills Monday.

The Freedom Shrine con-

tains photographic rep

t of N. B, Owen and Son, which co-spon-
sored Freedom Shrines at Rolling Hills High School

ed as well.
The case came up for a|
hearing last Dec. 27 before
one of the Tax Appeals
Boards. A representative for
the petitioner said he didn't
think that $2 million had
been spent on the building
at that time — that, as he
recalled, the figure was closer
to $1 million. No specific/pharmacy as a career.
testimony was offered to sup- i
port the claim that our esti-
mate of fair market value|participating in the tour
was too high.

|aceutical Association and
Auxiliary.
Alvah Hall,

group at a luncheon. Stude:
from 16 high schools throu;

The tour is designed to
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FOR OUR case, we en!eredl(;_ L. Hawley will

morrow under the sponsor-
ship of the South Bay Pharm-

dean of the
school, and other members of
the faculty will address the
out the area will participate.

courage students to consider

TORRANCE High students

clude Kit Azlein, Sandy Wil-
son, Linda Mayada, Clayton
Horuasahi, and Mike Ivman.
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of the association’s Auxiliary. The tour, which will involve 1
area high schools, will be conducted tomorrow.

Area Students to Tour
USC School of Pharmacy

More than 125 area high
school students will tour the

Linda Scott will represent
Gardena High School.

Bishop Montgomery High
students making the trip are
John Sabio, Jim Sibole, Bill
Lippert, Nick Mickas, Doug
Berg, Wally MacGregor, Chris
Hurley, George Dvoesky,
Charlotte Campbell, Pat
Campbell, and Pat Prenga-
men. They will be accom:
panied by the Rev. Leo Dom-
browski and Sister Michael
Marie.

Pharmacists serving as
hosts for the tour include
Earl Alderson, president of
the South Bay Pharmaceutical
Association, and Iwo Mochi-
dome, first vice president.
Auxiliary hostesses will be
Mrs. Doug Ingle and Mrs.
Ralph Rector.

and Mrs. Harold R. Roache, president
25 students from 16
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It's time to take
those old clocks and
watches from the
attic and closets . .
have them repaired

eye.

the contractor’s figures into|the Tartars.
the record along with specific|
details about the property.
The developer did not rebut
our figures and the case was
quickly taken under submis-
sion.

Section 1608 of the Re-
venue and Taxation code re-
quires that a change in a

Toler, and Steve Kaplan.
West High instructor

i

Gover-
ts a plaque to N. B. Owen,

in the official record. There-{neth Thrapp, Linda Un
fore we were deeply disturb-|wood, and William W
ed when, three days later, the|ward.

Tax Appeals Board voted to
cut the $500,000 assessment

ediate School. The South
e shrines Friday
.

figure set by the developer.
After reviewing the tran-|parineo, Julie Frese,

challenged.
rough Inaugural Address, the| The law which set up the
Monroe Doctrine, Lincoln's|Tax Appeals Boards gives a
Gettysburg Address and the|taxpayer who feels he did not
Instruments of Surreader for|get a fair ruling the right to
World War II. appeal to the courts.
A similar shrine was pre-| We contend that an asses-
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tion of 28 significant historic|
documents of American his-
tory, including such docu-
ments as the rough draft of

sented to Rolling Hills High|sor — who is charged by law

\ THE NORTH High group
down to $250,000 — or just|will include Barbara Brodsky,
Dulcy Bradford, Rosalinda Ca-

script, we decided we could|Meal, and Nancy Battaglini.
not let the decision go un-{Stan Loupe, Brad Riker, and
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School Friday afternvon and|with protecting the rights of
the Freedom Shrines already|all taxpayers — has both a
have been placed in Bishop(legal and a moral obligation
Montgomery, Redondo, Mira|to take similar court action if

the Declaration of Independ- Costa, and Aviation highlhe feels a decision is not|l] 1648 Cabrillo 328.3197
ence, Washington’s First|gchools, according to Tﬂ‘l'yllum[ied. “Carson_al_Cabrilie*
Matthews, president of the e
Fashions South Bay Exchange Club. |
for the Young The shrines for Rolling
. and the Hills and Dapplegray schools
Young- are co-sponsored by N, B.
at-Heart!l Owen and Sons of Torrance.
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Pre-Publication Sale
Mail Coupon Below With Payment To:
TORRANCE JR, CHAMB
1510 Cravens Avenue
Torrance, California

Ron Whiles and Chuck
Eischen are chairmen for the
Exchange Club,

Guest speaker for the Dap-
plegray presentation was
Dick White, public relations
director for the Los Angeles
Blades hockey club,
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SUBDIVISION APPROV!
Students from South High, ) ISONAETRONSD

to be accompanied by Mrs.
Ruth Barr, include Paul Kap-
lan, Bill Shoer, Debbra Jenk-
ings, Debra Schulz, Elizabeth
Harding, Jane Mohr, Rusty

Subdivision of three acres
located south of Montemalaga
Drive and east of Granvia
Palos Verdes, into 11 si
family lots has been approved
by tonat +
Commission,
nibert Schey will accompany|divider is Howard O. Coale
can be made only|Gecrge Atchison, Blythe Che-|Jr. of 2531 Via Sonomz, Palos
on the basis of what appears|ney, Pamela Holley, Patti Verdes Estates.
$50,000 above the $200,000|Newkirk, James Sage, Ken-
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long way since they were
first introduced to the human
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